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uhicli are inimical to human progress and democracy. "Mili-
tarism" is the application of arbitrary and irresponsible forces
as opposed to reason and justice Resistance to injustice and
tyranny is that virile quality which has given purpose and
effect to ennobling causes in all countries and at all times.
The free institutions of our country and the liberties won by
its founders would have been impossible had they been un-
willing to take arms and if necessary die in the defense of
their liberties, Only a people willing to maintain their rights
and defend their liberties are guaranteed free institutions.

Conditions foreign to the institutions of our country have
pi evented the entire abolition of organized bodies of men trained
to carry arms. A voluntary citizen soldiery supplies what would
otherwise take its place, a large standing army. To the latter
wi> arc unalterably opposed as tending to establish the evils
of "militarism." Large standing armies threaten the existence
of civil liberty. The history of every nation demonstrates that
as standing armies are enlarged the rule of democracy is les-
snicd or extinguished. Our experience has been that even this
citizen soldiery, the militia of our States, has given cause at
times For grave apprehension. Their ranks have not always
been free from undesirable elements, particularly the tools of
corporations involved in industrial disputes. During industrial
disputes the militia has at times been called upon to support
the authority of those who through selfish interests desired to
enforce martial law while the courts were open and the civil
authorities competent to maintain supremacy of civil law. We
insist that the militia of our several States should be wholly
organized and controlled by democratic principles so that this
voluntary force of soldiery may never be diverted from its true
ptirpose and used to jeopardize or infringe upon the rights and
liberties of our people. The right to bear arms is a funda-
mental principle of our Government, a principle accepted at all
times by free people as essential to the maintenance of their
liberties and institutions. We demand that this right shall
remain inviolate.

Soldiers and Sailors

Soldiers and sailors, those who entered the service in the
Nation's defense, are entitled to the generous reward of a
grateful Republic,

The necessities of war called upon millions of workmen to